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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, MILI, OCLR, UK, SE 

SUBJ: PROPOSED SAFAIR USE OE ASCENSION FACILITIES 
REF: STATE 177039 

1 . SAEAIR HAS BEEN INTERESTED FOR SOME TIME IN USE OF ASCENSION BUT 
ALWAYS IN CONTEXT OE ELIGHTS TO U.S. EOR ENGINE REPAIR, ETC. 

EOR ITS LOCKHEED L-IOO'S. WE HAD NOT HEARD OE ITS DESIRE TO 

USE THESE EACILITIES EOR ITS ELIGHTS TO BORDEAUX, WHICH AS DEPT 

ALSO ASSUMES, IS LIKELY TO INCLUDE PARTIALLY ASSEMBLED MIRAGES. 

WE THINK THAT CHANGE IN ELIGHT PLANS MAY REFLECT RELUCTANCE EOR 
POLITICAL REASONS TO USE SAL ISLAND AFTER CAPE VERDIAN INDEPENDENCE. 
LIKEWISE LIBREVILLE WOULD BE RULED OUT EOR SIMILAR REASONS. 

2. IN OUR DISCUSSIONS JULY 25 WITH SAA CHIEE EXECUTIVE PIENAAR ON 
AIRCRAET PROCUREMENT (PRETORIA 2780) HE MENTIONED SAA INTEREST 
IN TECHNICAL STOPS AT ASCENSION EOR THEIR NEW YORK ELIGHTS IE SAL 
ISLAND FACILITIES LOST. WE POINTED OUT THAT GROUND FACILITIES WERE 
STRICTLY MILITARY WITH NOTHING EOR CIVIL AIR PASSENGERS. WE 

ALSO NOTED PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS GOVERNING USE OF FACILITIES THERE 
UNDER US-UK AGREEMENT AMONG LINES IN REETEL. PIENAAR DID NOT SEE 
ANY IMMEDIATE THREAT TO SAL ISLAND BECAUSE OE SAA’S MAJOR ROLE AS 
EOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNER EOR CAPE VERDES. 
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3. ONE POINT DEPT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER HOWEVER IS PROPOSED PAN AM 
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ROUTE TO JOHANNESBURG THROUGH RIO DE JANEIOR, EINAL U.S. 

CERTIFICATION FOR WHICH IS STILL PENDING. BECAUSE OF HIGH ALTITUDE 
AT JOHANNESBURG, PAN AM WOULD HAVE TO MAKE TECHNICAL STOP AT 
CAPETOWN AND WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE ALSO TO EMBARK AND LAND NON- 
CABOTAGE PASSENGERS THERE. UNDER CURRENT US-SAG BILATERAL WE DO 
NOT HAVE RIGHTS AT CAPETOWN ALTHOUGH IN JUNE 28, 1968 EXCHANGE OF 
NOTES, SAG AGREED TO CONSIDER AT A LATER STAGE GRANT OF SUCH RIGHTS. 
THESE CAPETOWN RIGHTS MIGHT BE A POSSIBLE QUID FOR THE QUO OE SAA 
USE OF USAF FACILITIES AT ASCENSION, ASSUMING UK CONCURRENCE. THERE- 
FORE WE STRONGLY URGE THAT TURNDOWN OF THE SAFAIR REQUEST FOR THREE 
TECHNICAL STOPS AT ASCENSION BE ON THE LIMITED GROUNDS OF ARMS EMBARGO 

CONSIDERATION AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 4C OF THE REFTEL. A NEGATIVE ON 
BROADER GROUNDS SUCH AS ARTICLE 15 OF THE 1944 CHICAGO CONVENTION 
COULD CREATE RESTRICTIVE PRECEDENT FOR OURSELVES SHOULD WE 
DESIRE LATER TO ENTER INTO CAPETOWN RIGHTS NEGOTIATIONS. 

BOWDLER 
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